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CHERAX ROTUNDUS, INTRODUCTION 

110. Mr B.K. Masters to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

(1) In reference to your Department's proposal to introduce Cherax rotundus into Western Australia, what is 
the distribution within the natural environment of the South west of the State of Cherax albidus, i.e., 
outside of farm dams and aquaculture establishments? 

(2) Is Cherax destructor present within Western Australia and, if so, what is its distribution within the 
natural environment? 

(3) What laboratory studies have been carried out to determine if Cherax rotundus interbreeds with the 
different varieties of freshwater crayfish, including marron, within the South west of Western Australia? 

(4) What is the natural range in the eastern states of Cherax albidus and how do the climatic and 
environmental variables within its natural range compare with the variables within its introduced range 
in Western Australia? 

(5) What is the biological justification for the claim made in Fisheries Management Paper No 160 that 
Cherax rotundus is most likely to occupy less diverse and less widespread habitats than Cherax albidus, 
when Australia has countless examples of introduced species that have spread far beyond their likely 
habitat conditions? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

1)   Cherax albidus occurs widely in the southwest, typically in low numbers.  The species was introduced 
into Western Australia by a private landowner in 1932.  A review of its distribution in Western 
Australia, published in 1992, revealed that it was widely distributed throughout the wheatbelt where it is 
farmed commercially.  It was also found present in many private dams in the area to the west of an 
approximate line from Perth to Albany, where commercial harvesting and farming is not permitted.  
Furthermore, it was found in a few locations in rivers or permanent tributaries in this south west area.  
The review concluded that escape from private dams, or release of surplus live bait, or eutrophication of 
natural waterways could lead to greater incidence in these rivers or permanent tributaries.  Information 
from subsequent research surveys (confirmed) or from logbook holders or phone survey participants 
(unconfirmed) indicates that this risk has been realised. 

2)   There is no evidence of Cherax destructor in Western Australia.  It is not approved for farming and any 
stock brought into Western Australia (other than those destined for the restaurant trade) would require 
the approval of the Executive Director of the Department of Fisheries via a full environmental 
assessment process under translocation legislation. 

3)   According to Dr Chris Austin, Deakin University, there have been numerous unsuccessful attempts to 
hybridise species from the "yabby species complex", which includes Cherax rotundus, with species 
from the "marron species complex", which includes Cherax tenuimanus (name under review) and 
related Cherax species such as gilgies and koonacs.  The other native freshwater crayfish in Western 
Australia comprise five species from the much more "distant" genus Engaewa and hence hybridisation 
of Cherax rotundus with these crayfish is even more unlikely. 

4)   A recent paper by Dr Craig Lawrence from the Department of Fisheries has been accepted in a refereed 
journal.  It concludes that the climatic and environmental variables of the areas in which Cherax albidus 
has colonised in Western Australia are very similar to the climatic and environmental variables of its 
native area of Victoria. 

Cherax rotundus has a very restricted  natural distribution in coastal New South Wales.  This habitat is 
quite different to that of Cherax albidus in its native area of Victoria and as such it is unlikely that it 
would colonise all of the large area of Western Australia now colonised by Cherax albidus.  It is true 
that species can extend beyond their natural range through translocation and deliberate or inadvertent 
entry into natural waterways.  For example, marron have now colonised significant areas in this State 
and South Australia, outside its natural distribution in Western Australia, and conversely environmental 
change has seen its distribution reduced within its former natural range in Western Australia. 

 


